Contact us:

black lives matter!

Ann Arbor Alliance for Black Lives
/AAAllianceforBlackLives
aa2ferguson@gmail.com

LOCAL ACCOMPLICE: RAW
Radical Washtenaw
radicalwashtenaw.org

Illustrations by Favianna Rodriguez
favianna.tumblr.com

Sources:
justiceatlas.org
2014 Washtenaw County Budget
2014 City Budgets for all cities in Washtenaw County,
as well as UMich PD and EMU PD Budgets
People’s Retort to the Prossecutor Report
on Aura Rosser’s Case

organizing against

Police Brutality &
Mass Incarceration
in Washtenaw County

#1 who we are:

#2 aura’s story
(...or why we fight for a world without policing,
war, violence and exploitation)
Aura Rosser was murdered on November 10, 2014
Mark Raab and David Ried responded to a police
call from Rosser’s partner. Within 5 to 10 seconds
taser while Ried shot and killed her.
Aura was a Black woman, mother of three, an artist,
and a Lansing native who moved to Ann Arbor a
month before being murdered. By accounts of
those who knew and loved her, she was a beautiful,
creative, smart and strong person.

The Ann Arbor Alliance for Black
Lives (A3BL), formerly known as
Ann Arbor to Ferguson (AA2F),
is a grassroots organization in
for justice for Aura Rosser and all
oppressed Black Lives in the spirit of
the Black Lives Matter movement.
We are looking to coordinate with
other community members and
organizers, especially Black people,
though people of color and coconspirators are all welcome.

She should not have died

The Michigan State Police conducted an investigation and on January 30,
2015, Washtenaw County Prosecutor Brian Mackie announced his decision not to
grappling with mental health problems.
We believe
disregard for Black lives. Her murder and the subsequent cover up makes not only
mental health instead of her murderer. This is a common tactic: to use legitimate mental
health differences in order to legitimate the taking of a black life.
This is why we have continuously marched and shut down city streets and city
council meetings in Ann Arbor demanding justice for Aura Rosser and her family.
We will continue to struggle to make a world in which Black Lives matter.

Our demands and vision:

Contact us at aa2ferguson@gmail.com

for more information.You can also join
our general mailing list by emailing us!
Meetings are every Thursday from 7-9pm.
Email us for the location.

•
• Immediate resignation of prosecutor Mackie
•
• Create civilian review board to oversee law enforcement
• Divert police funding toward jobs, housing, food, and education.
• Abolish the police. The police protect the white wealthy elite and their property.
A united community makes police and property unnecessary.

#3 janika’s story
(...or why we fight for a world with
strong communities where prisons would
not exist)
One year after Aura’s murder, in November 2015,
Janika Edmond was found dead at the segregation unit
shower at the Women’s Huron Valley Prison facility. She
was a 25 year old Black woman from Adrian, Michigan.
The Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC)
The family is currently pursuing legal action against the MDOC.
While the state apparatus prevents us from knowing the details of Janika’s
death, we strongly condemn the disregard for prisoners’ physical and mental health, demonstrated by the overcrowding at the Women’s Huron Valley
mocked Janika’s request for mental health support.
Ultimately, Janika’s death is linked to mass incarceration and a
system that disproportionately targets and violates Black women, both within
and outside the prison.
We are currently getting in touch with Janika’s family to see how we
may best support them.
Our demands and vision:
• Pay restitution to Janika’s family.
• Immediate review of all Michigan Department of Corrections prisoners
plans for each individual case.
• Moratorium on parole revocations for technical violations
• Create oversight committees to force prosecutors and judges to
utilize incarceration only as a last resort
• Divert prison funding toward jobs, housing, food, and education.
• Abolish all prisons, walls and cages. Strong communities make
prisons unnecessary.

#4 jAnika and aura:
Who is being imprisoned and ki lled under racial capitalism?
Janika Edmonds and Aura Rosser lost their lives because
of a racial capitalist system that creates visible and invisible
institutional barriers to keep Black women in poverty,
targeting them with State violence and brutality.

Number of People Admitted to Prison per 1,000
Adult Redsidents in Washtenaw County (2008)

Despite being only about 12% of Washtenaw county
population, Black folks make up almost 60% of the county
jail population. The two areas with the highest percentage
of residents of color (zip codes 48197 and 48198, both in
Ypsilanti) are also the areas in the county with the highest
rate of imprisoned people. Nearly 50% of these prisoners
are in cages due to having their parole revoked. This is a
cycle that traps people when there are corporations such as
Telmate and Trinity Services Group
high rates of imprisonment.
thriving because the government is complicit. Our county
and city governments prioritize spending public money on
policing and prisons, while cutting funds for social services.
2014 total expenses in washtenaw county
Police & Jails:
$102,498,823

Social Services:
$28,153,812

The county spends
31/2 times more on
police and jails than
on social services.

In 2014, Washtenaw County spent $28,153,812 on social
services. A very small number, especially when compared to the
$102,498,823 spent on policing and jails.Our county spends
3.6 times more on incarcerating and policing than it does on
serving the real needs of its residents! A 2008 estimate shows
that Washtenaw county spent 2/3 of its $31 million incarceration
budget in the 48197 and 48198 zip codes. That is, $22 million
was spent on imprisoning the residents of two of the most
overwhelmingly Black and poor areas in the county.

#5 our HIstory: what we HAVE DONE
We see our activism and organizing
on a continuum with the Black
liberation struggle. From the slave
revolts throughout the Americas
to the Haitian revolution and the
anti-colonial and anti-capitalist
struggles for independence in the
mid 20th century, Black, working
class people have fought for justice,
dignity, participation and freedom.

Our actions are extensions of the
actions of those throughout history
who have made the call, without
compromise, time and time again,
that Black Lives Matter.

FEB 28, 2016

We conducted a Black Brunch
protest, reading a script at several
local breakfast joints to honor Black
lives lost in Michigan, to ask the
diners: When we say that Black Lives
Matter, whose side are you on?

May 21, 2015

Jan 8, 2016

We organized a #SayHerName
Silent Black Tape Protest in solidarity
with National Day of Action to End State
Violence Against Black Women and Girls.

AA2F changes its name to Ann Arbor
Alliance for Black Lives (A3BL)

NOV 5-9, 2015

MAY 1, 2015

jan 2015

We held a press-conference and packed A2 City
Council Meeting, marched and held a vigil for one
year after Aura Rosser’s murder.

We marched for justice for Aura Rosser and held a
fundraising event for her children. We were able to
send thousands of dollars to her family.

Aug 9, 2015

RAW/AA2F observed one year since the murder of Mike
Brown and organized an event, The Space Between:
On the Ground for Michael Brown.

After a sham investigation by Michigan State Police,
marched through downtown Ann Arbor, staged a guerrilla
theater at an Ann Arbor City council meeting, packed the
city council in silent protest, and published the People’s
Retort to the Prosecutor’s Report.

DEC 2014
the decision to march and pack Ann Arbor City Council,

NOV 25, 2014

Ann Arbor to Ferguson was born out of the 1,000-strong
march through downtown Ann Arbor, in response to
the non-indictment of the cop who murdered Michael
Brown and the murder of Aura Rosser.

JUL 24-26, 2015

RAW/AA2F activists participate in the Movement for
Black Lives Convening, in Cleveland

jun 27, 2015

AA2F Community BBQ, a smash hit in spite of the rain.

jun 21, 2015

National Day of Action to #StandWithCharleston, RAW/
AA2F create memorials in Ypsi.

jun 19, 2015

We held #StandWithCharleston vigils in A2 (AA2F) and Ypsi
(Radical Washtenaw - RAW). Protesters in Ypsi wait all night
outside jail for detained protester to be released.

our values
Black leadership
We honor and elevate the voices of those oppressed.
Respect of differing beliefs
We all work towards the goal of liberation and
dignity of Black people because our
entire society is anti-Black.
Unity
We work collectively on action as a
Coalition building
We use our networks to collaborate with other
groups and individuals.
Community engagement
We seek to organize with oppressed groups and
Disruption of the status quo
We are against all forms of oppression, including
systemic structures that debilitate oppressed groups.
Learning as individuals and a collective
in our organizing work.
Accountability & Transparency
We seek to be aware of our membership and
promote solidarity, holding one another
accountable to get things done

